doctrine of the mosaic law

I. Vocabulary.

A. The Old Testament used a number of different words to describe the contents of the Law, with each having its own particular nuance.

B. tyrIB. (beriyth), covenant, contract.  This word indicates that the Law was a covenant or contract between God and Israel.  Ex. 19:5, 24:1-8

C. hr'AT  (torah), law.  This word emphasizes the Law as coming from the ultimate authority and the binding nature of its contents on God’s people.

1. The Law of Moses.  Josh. 23:6; Heb. 10:28

2. The Law of God.  Josh. 24:26

3. The Law of the Lord.  IIKings 10:31

4. The Book of the Law.  Deut. 28:61

D. hw"c.mi (mits wah), commandment.  This word denotes the authority behind the Law, emphasizing the chain of command.  Deut. 4:2

E. qxo (choq), statute.  The word points to the fact that the Law was fixed or established, denoting its continuing character.  Ex. 30:21

F. hd'[e (‘edhah), testimony.  This word emphasizes the concept of the Law as a testimony or witness to God and His plan.  Deut. 6:17

G. jP'v.mi (mish pat), judgment.  This word indicates that the Law contains the judgments or rulings of God on various matters.  Deut. 6:1

II. Definition and description.

A. The Mosaic Law is comprised of all the legislation mediated through Moses beginning with the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai, including the subsequent legislation, as well as the reiteration of the Law in the book of Deuteronomy.

B. All the Law can be found in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

C. It is called the Mosaic Law because it was given to one human, Moses.

D. The Mosaic Law is divided into three parts:

1. Codex 1, the moral code, comprised of the Decalogue, the Ten Commandments.

2. Codex 2, the ceremonial code, an elaborate system of Christology and soteriology, portrayed in the tabernacle, Levitical priesthood, Sabbaths, offerings, sacrifices and feasts.

3. Codex 3, the social code, provided social laws for diet, hygiene, quarantine, taxation, criminal proceedings, laws of evidence, slavery, land conservation, the poor, the military and the economy.

III. The recipients and ratification of the Mosaic Law.

A. The Jews were the sole recipients of the Mosaic Law.  Rom. 9:4

B. It was not given to, or incumbent upon the Gentiles.  Deut. 4:8; Eph. 2:12

C. The Mosaic Law was ratified with the nation at Mt. Sinai in 1445-1444 BC.

D. God, the party of the first part, agrees to make Israel His special possession, a kingdom of priests, a holy nation, separate from all the other Gentile nations.  Ex. 19:5-6; Deut. 7:6

E. Israel, the party of the second part, agreed to the terms and entered the covenant with God.  Ex. 19:7-8

IV. The results of obedience and disobedience to the Mosaic Law.

A. The Mosaic Law was very clear in its intent; it envisioned a unique people, walking in obedience to the revealed will of God and God blessing His chosen people for their obedience.

B. The Mosaic Law was quite clear about the promised blessings that came as a result of Israel’s obedience.

1. They would be blessed above all other nations.  Deut. 7:14, 15:6, 26:19, 28:1,13

2. Economic prosperity was promised.  Deut. 8:7-10, 28:8

3. Military victory over their enemies.  Ex. 23:22-33; Lev. 26:7-8; Deut. 28:7

4. The nation was promised sexual prosperity.  Deut. 7:13-14, 28:11

5. Civil peace, a lack of crime.  Deut. 28:3

6. Good health.  Deut. 7:15

7. Blessings from productive weather patterns.  Deut. 11:13-17, 28:12

C. The Mosaic Law made it very clear that cursing would overtake Israel for their disobedience and failure.  Deut. 28:15

1. Civil unrest and insecurity.  Deut. 28:16,29

2. Cursing on finances and purchases.  Deut. 28:17

3. Cursing on the reproduction of man and beast.  Deut. 28:18

4. Mental health problems.  Lev. 26:16; Deut. 28:20,28

5. Jamming of personal health.  Deut. 28:21-22,27

6. Frustration caused by weather.  Deut. 28:23-24

7. Military defeat.  Deut. 28:25-26

8. Cursing of RM/RW.  Deut. 28:30

D. Continued failure without repentance would result in Israel being removed from the land of promise and dispersed among the nations.  Lev. 26:33; Deut. 28:63-64

E. The nation was warned that they would not find any rest among the nations.  Lev. 26:38-39; Deut. 28:65-68

F. The Mosaic Law did hold out the promise that spiritual recovery would result in restoration to the land of promise.  Lev. 26:40-45; Deut. 30:1-10

V. Christ and the Mosaic Law.

A. Jesus Christ was born a Jew, living in the Age of Israel, fully under the Mosaic Law.  Gal. 4:4

B. He lived His entire life in obedience to the Mosaic Law and perfectly fulfilled each of its moral, ceremonial, social and prophetic requirements.  Matt. 5:17

C. While He could not change the moral aspects of the Mosaic Law, Jesus Christ demonstrated that He was Lord over the Law by amplifying, and elaborating on, the true intent of the Law.  Matt. 5:21,27,31,33,38,43

D. Further, He demonstrated His prerogative as God and set aside portions of the dietary code during the incarnation.  Mk. 7:14-19

E. The Mosaic Law was given to reveal or expose the sinfulness of man, and it served to demonstrate the absolute righteousness of Jesus Christ.  Gal. 3:19; IJn. 2:1

F. Jesus Christ perfectly fulfilled the Mosaic Law, and was thus able to redeem mankind from the curse of the Law since He was not under that curse.  Gal. 3:13

G. Our sins, which demanded God’s righteous judgment, had formed a barrier between God and man that Christ removed by paying the penalty the Mosaic Law demanded.  Gal. 3:13; Eph. 2:15

H. According to the Mosaic Law, Christ was not qualified to be a priest and His priesthood must be of another order.  Heb. 6:20, 7:11-17

VI. The Mosaic Law and its use in the Church age.

A. The relationship between the Mosaic Law and the Church has been the basis for endless commentary.

B. The first thing one must consider is the apostolic teaching regarding the Mosaic Law and believers in the Church age.

C. It is clear that there arose some antagonism between unbeliever Jews of the first century and adjusted believers such as Stephen.  Acts 6:11-14

D. Further, it is evident that some Jewish believers did not want Gentile converts to believe that they were free from the demands of the Mosaic Law.  Acts 15:1,5

E. The Jerusalem council determined that there was no need to place believers in the Church age under the yoke of the Mosaic Law, instead directing them to avoid engaging in idolatry (worship of demons), drinking blood (Satanic association), and fornication (sexual immorality).  Acts 15:29

F. Paul makes it plain that there are legitimate uses of the Mosaic Law and illegitimate uses of it.  ITim. 1:6-10 cf. ICor. 9:8

1. One legitimate use of the Mosaic Law in the Church age is to define criminal activity.  ITim. 1:9

2. Another legitimate use is to teach the person and work of Christ via the typology contained in the Law.  Heb. 8:5

3. Unlawful uses of the Mosaic Law will be covered in the following point.

G. It must be observed that the Mosaic Law, when properly taught, is capable of stirring up the sin nature of believers and unbelievers alike.  Rom. 7:7-8

H. The correct relationship between Church age believers and the Mosaic Law is as follows:

1. The fundamental purpose of any law is to define transgression and detail the appropriate judgment.  Rom. 7:7-8

2. The Mosaic Law, because of its intrinsic perfection, serves to make the sinfulness of the STA obvious.  Rom. 7:12-14

3. Once an unbeliever recognizes their sinful activity, as seen against the righteousness God demands in the Law, they are directed by the Law to Christ as the answer to their problem.  Gal. 3:22-24

4. At the point of salvation, we were imputed with the righteousness of Christ, making further effort unnecessary.  Rom. 5:19

5. All believers died with Christ via retroactive positional truth.  Rom. 6:3

6. This rendered us dead to any demands that the Mosaic Law might have on us for producing righteousness.  Rom. 7:4,6, 10:4

7. However, we possess a law by which we are expected to operate in the Christian way of life.  Gal. 6:2, 5:13-14; Rom. 13:8,10

8. As the believer lives his life under the filling of the Holy Spirit, he fulfills the righteous requirements of the Law, not by meticulously memorizing and observing them, but by the manifestation of the life of Christ in his body.  Rom. 8:1-6; Gal. 5:18,22-23

I. The proper teaching of the Mosaic Law in the Church age must:

1. Differentiate between the Mosaic Law’s temporary aspects (circumcision, Sabbath keeping, tithing, dietary restrictions, sacrifices, etc.) and the permanent aspects of the Law (defining sin and defining establishment activities).

2. Take into account the limitations and abuses.

a. Legalism.  Gal. 5:1-4

b. Antinomianism.  Gal. 5:13

3. Teach the relationship between the shadow of the Mosaic Law and reality.  Heb. 9:23-24, 10:1

4. Be careful to make sure believers understand that we are not under the Law for salvation or spirituality, but under grace.  Rom. 6:15

VII. Distortions of the Mosaic Law.

A. The Mosaic Law is not, and has never been, the basis for salvation Ph1 in any dispensation.

1. The original form of Israelite government was a theocracy, until the days of Saul when the government was changed to a monarchy at the request of the people.  ISam. 8:1-8

2. After the reestablishment of the nation in 516 BC, the Jewish state was under the domination of a series of major world powers (Persia, Greece, Rome).

3. It was during the intertestamental period that the Jews distorted the Law into an instrument of salvation by works.

B. This mentality has continued to exist in various forms due to a lack of Scriptural understanding.

C. The Bible makes it plain that if a system of works could bestow eternal life, then God would have used that system for salvation.  Gal. 3:21

D. In order to establish and maintain a relationship with God, one has to have a righteousness that is equal to God’s +R.  Rom. 10:3

E. Since all men are born sinners (via the possession of the genetic OSN), and choose to engage in the practice of sin, this rules out producing absolute righteousness by adherence to God’s standards.  Rom. 5:12; Eph. 2:1-3

F. In order to earn +R and eternal life, man would have to be able to rise above his genetics, his environment and his own bad choices.

G. The Mosaic Law is the revelation of God’s perfect standards for righteousness and by its very existence, testifies against us that we do not meet these standards.  Rom. 3:19-20

H. The problem does not lie with the Mosaic Law since it comes from the essence of God and must be perfect.  Ps. 19:7-10; Rom. 7:12

I. Therefore, all men are faced with the dilemma of having to obtain righteousness in order to establish a relationship with God, all the while having God’s perfect standards manifest in the Law and knowing that you cannot meet them.  

J. The great believers of the Old Testament are witnesses to the fact that salvation does not come through the Mosaic Law.

1. Abel.  Heb. 11:4

2. Enoch.  Heb. 11:5

3. Noah.  Heb. 11:7

4. Abraham.  Rom. 4:1-5

a. Abraham was saved before he was circumcised, demonstrating that salvation does not come via overt compliance with ordinances/rituals.  Rom. 4:9-12

b. Abraham, as well as the other believers previously mentioned, lived more than 400 years before the Mosaic Law was given.  Gal. 4:17-18

5. David.  Rom. 4:6-8

K. Anyone, who attempts to establish his righteousness, and thereby acquire eternal life, is destined to meet with failure.  Rom. 9:31, 10:3

L. Further, following salvation through faith in Christ (which is the only way one can obtain +R Rom. 1:17, 3:22,26, 4:13, 9:30; Phil. 3:9; Heb. 11:7), Ph2 righteousness is not obtained by compliance with any system, including the Mosaic Law.

1. Again, the STA is the inherent problem that makes this impossible.  Gal. 3:3; Rom. 7:15-16,18,21

2. If one attempts to establish Ph2 righteousness by compliance with the Mosaic Law, he is under obligation to keep the entire Law.  Gal. 3:10, 5:3; Jms. 2:10

3. Further, the a fortiori argument may be marshaled to document this position.  If God solved mankind’s biggest problem apart from a system of law, why would he employ an inferior system to accomplish spirituality?
M. Ph2 righteousness is achieved through the same system that Ph1 righteousness is achieved, God’s grace and faith in His Word.  Gal. 3:1-5; Phil. 3:9

N. The believer who is controlled by God the Holy Spirit fulfills the righteousness that the Law demands.  Rom. 8:3-4,14; Gal. 5:16,18

VIII. Conclusions.

A. The Mosaic Law was an elaborate system of teaching that was provided for the Jews in 1445-1444 BC.

B. It was given through Moses as the sole human intermediary.

C. It was a perfect revelation of the righteousness of God.

D. However, its standards are those of God and unattainable by man due to the indwelling STA and volitional choices to sin.

E. Therefore, the Mosaic Law can only condemn man for his failure to abide by its righteous standards.

F. Jesus Christ, minus a sin nature, fully complied with all the requirements of the Mosaic Law and took the condemnation that the Law placed on us due to our failures.

G. Faith in that fact is the basis for the imputation of +R and eternal life.

H. After salvation, the believer is not to resort to any system of obedience in order to establish Ph2 righteousness.

I. This is accomplished via faith in God’s word and the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the believer.

J. Any who attempt to gain God’s approval, Ph1 or Ph2, by obedience to any external set of laws, even the Mosaic Law, are destined for failure, and are viewed by the Bible as stupid.  Gal. 3:1
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